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editors and can claim to be rarely wrong are those
who have gone through the Sturm und Drang of
journalism. These, happily for the public well-
being, are fairly numerous.
The moment the " Fortnightly " article, " King
Edward vn.: His Character and Personality,"
was circulated, the papers seemed to be genuinely
anxious to make the 'real facts about the King
known. They printed columns of extracts from
that article, with most attractive " headings." The
"Times5' had its commendatory note (October 1):
Although not directly connected with present-
day politics, Sir. Edward Legge's article in the
"Fortnightly" on "King Edward vn.: His
Character and Personality" will be widely dis-
cussed. It shows some knowledge of facts not
generally known, but over and beyond this it is
interesting because of its uncompromising criticism
of several of the statements and deductions con-
tained in Sir Sidney Lee's monograph on the late
King in the "Dictionary of National Biography."
What did this mean ?
u I mentioned at the time that King Edward's
circle felt themselves outraged by Sir Sidney Lee's
Memoir. A very exalted lady has now gone so far
as to ask for a public apology from the author." *
This statement was not contradicted by Sir S.
Lee, or by any one on behalf of " the very exalted
1" Manchester Guardian," November 20, 1912 (reproduced on
the same day by the "PaS Mall Gazette/* wMch termed it " a
piquant item ").